RADIO-TELEVISION 


RKO Outlets Drop ‘2 Kennedys’; 
Italo Docu Caused Legal Worries 

RKO General stations last week 
dropped out of the syndication air- 
ing Sunday's (21) broadcast of “The 
Two Kennedys,” a two-hour, 

Italian-made docu about the as- 
sassinations of John and Robert 
Kennedy. 

According to Robert Glaser, 
president of the RKO tv division, 
fears of possible law suits caused 
the four-station group — WOR-TV 
New York, KHJ-TV Los Angeles, 

WNAC-TV Boston and WHBO-TV 
Memphis — to cancel. About 30 
other stations bought the show. 

According to Glaser, he had as- 
sumed that distributor Ben Barry 
Associates had an indemnification 
insurance policy, “which we de- 
mand from all program suppliers. 

He later found there was none. The 
film, which was made by Rizzoli 
Productions and distributed 
theatricaUy in Europe, indicated 
that John Kennedy's death was part 
of a conspiracy by organized crime, 

Cuba and big oil interests. 

Among other things, the film 
forged a link between Frank Sinatra 
and the late Mafia operative Sam 
Giancana and elaborated on alleged 
links between Kennedy and a 
woman friend of the mobster s. 

Glaser said that if Barry does get 
insurance he "absolutely would run 
the show. , 

A Barry spokesman said that no 
other stations buying the show had 
dropped it, “as far as I know." 


